
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WHAT: Bixby Talks: River Development Public Meeting 
WHEN: Tuesday, June 30th, 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
WHERE: Spirit Bank Event Center, 106th & Memorial in Bixby 
 
Purpose: To update the citizens of Bixby on the Arkansas River Infrastructure Task Force 
recommendations and plan for a system of low water dams on the Arkansas River, including 
one proposed in Bixby, and to gather public input on the plan.  
 
Facts:  

- A recent poll conducted in Bixby shows 70% of respondents support a low-water dam in 
Bixby.  

- Low-water dam projects, proposed for Sand Springs, Tulsa (Zink Dam), Jenks, and Bixby, 
will create a series of lakes within the Arkansas River channel. 

- The lakes are intended to create new economic development and recreational 
opportunities along the Arkansas River. 

- The lake designs will include provisions to offset any potential floodplain impacts. 
- Estimated project costs for all sites total $300 million. 
- Funding is proposed through a temporary extension of a portion of the Vision 2025 sales 

tax that expires December 31, 2016. 
- The required funding amounts to one-half (3/10ths of a penny) of the expiring Vision 

2025 sales tax (6/10ths of a penny). 
- Funding would be handled on a limited bonding basis, meaning the primary means of 

paying for the projects would be “pay as you go” or as the money is collected, the 
projects are undertaken. 

- Funding plans include an endowment to pay for long-term maintenance and operation 
of the dams.  

 
This is a public meeting, and the public is invited and encouraged to attend. Presentations will 
be made by the John Easton, Mayor of Bixby, by Jared Cottle, Assistant City Manager and City 
Engineer for Bixby, and by G.T. Bynum, Chairman of the Arkansas River Infrastructure Task 
Force.  There will be time for questions, answers, and general comments pertaining to the 
proposed plan.  
 
For more information: Mandy Vavrinak, mandy@comm-arts.com; 918-493-5700 
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